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● ● Scuttlebutt ●●  
COMMODORE, Bob Filipowski, opened the  December 
2015 meeting at 7:30 with a hungry crew of 28 on board.  
Keith Zeilenga was welcomed as our newest member.  
Glad to have you aboard, mate. 
   Bob noted that requests for 2016 program topics have, 
as yet, gone unanswered.  A short discussion was held 
on possible subjects without any being immediately 
adopted. 
PURSER, Allen Siegel, gave us a detailed report on the 
club’s finances, and we ended the year with a break-even 
cash flow and a positive cash balance.  Good planning, 
mates. 

Kurt Van Dahm reported that the Tri-
Club’s finances were also in the black at 
year end and the clubs were able to pur-
chase a new speaker system to help pre-
senters be heard (great, for those of us 

who need a little help in that area). 
   Elections were held, as required, and a motion to return 

all 2015 officers for another year was made, 
seconded and unanimously passed by all mem-
bers present.  Bob Sykes stood for election to 
the post of SHIP’S CLERK and was duly 

elected. The jobs of “Editor”, “Photographer” and “Web 
Master” will also continue to be filled by the incumbents: 
Mitchell, Sirota and Pocius.  Thanks to all the mates 
who are taking up their duties for the coming year.         

 January Meeting Notice 
 Judging Model Contests 

 by Bob Filipowski, Kurt Van Dahm & Doc Williams  
   The secrets of modeling competition suc-

cess will be thoroughly investigated by 
our expert panel of sleuths, who will un-
cover common mistakes made by model-

ers and reveal how judges approach the 
challenge of critiquing models.  Great in-

sights for all modelers, contestants or not. 
 

Our next meeting will be at 7:15 p.m.  
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 

The South Church 
501 S. Emerson Street   

Mount Prospect, IL 

                              2015 OFFICERS & STAFF 
President  (Commodore)    - Bob Filipowski.…….(847) 394-0757 
Vice Pres  (Flag Captain)   - Glenn Estry   ...….....(847) 259-1574 
Treasurer  (Ship’s Purser)  - Allen Siegel  …….....(847) 446-7248 
Secretary  ( Ship’s Clerk)  -  Bob Sykes    .……....(630) 766-6645 
Newsletter Editor              -  John Mitchell .……...(847) 392-2259 
Photographer                     -  Leon Sirota ...……....(847) 541-6285 
Web Master           -  John Pocius………....(630) 957-7298                     
                 jpdesign@mindspring.com 

●  Pizza Party & Flea Market ● 

wooden dowels and 
tapped holes in wood 
blocks.  As an example of 
this new technique, he 
brought in several mallets 

and gavels made with this 
tool.  He also displayed a 
wood plane he had made of 
wood (with metal cutting 
edge), that had a very un-
usual manual cutting adjust-
ment (still haven’t figured that out, mates; Editor). 
   Your Editor  showed 
the work he had done  
gluing up the lifts form-
ing a plug to be used in 
building the 1:60 fishing 
smack Boadicea.  Construction will be similar to building a 
ship’s boat but with a full top deck installed.   

   Lots of pizza and sodas to satisfy 
even the biggest appetites and a ta-
ble-full of useful items at the flea mar-
ket made the evening fly by in short 
order.  Even though we did not have a 
true “Ships-on-Deck” session, we 
were treated to a very fascinating 
presentation by Fred Widmann on 
his newfound  tool  to  make  threaded 
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   Another year of modeling is 
over, with a wide variety of 
types from scratch-built to 
wood kits to plastic/resin  
making 2015 exceptional. 
   The title of “Most Prolific” 
must be shared between the 
Sykes brothers  and Glen 
Estry, but the year was also 
notable for the large number 
of members who were busy 
in their workshops.    

 
 
 

● ● Ships Launched in 2015 ●●   

Bob Sykes: La Mirage 
(Corel) 

Ken Goetz: Blackbeard’s 
Corsair (Mamoli) 

Glen Estry: 18ft Canoe 

Paul Bien: Beam Engine 

Koziols: Three submarines 

Glen Estry: Catboat Snarky 

Bob & Ralph Sykes: Peregrine Galley (Mantua) 

Lutz-Peter Pennigsdorf: 
(R/C) Footy 

Kurt Van Dahm: Gunboat 
Philadelphia  (Model Shipways) 

Gordon Field:  Katy of  
Norfolk (Model Shipways) 

Glen Estry: Type IX-C German U-Boat 

Ken Sykes:  New Bedford 
Whaleboat 
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Dockyard Models 
At the U.S. Naval Academy Museum 

First & Second Rates 
Volume I 

by Grant H. Walker 
  

Distributed by: Sea Watch Books, LLC, Florence, Oregon 
www.seawatchbooks.com, seawatchbooks@gmail.com 

  I n his opening remarks, the author, Grant Walker, states 
that it took eleven years to assemble the information 

that is the basis for The Rogers Collection of Dockyard 
Models, Volume I, and the several future volumes that are 
planned.  There is no doubt that from the naval historian’s 
and ship modeler’s perspective, it was well worth the wait! 
   In this initial volume, Walker describes, in detail, the 
results of his research on the seven Royal Navy three-
decker 1st and 2nd rate ships contained in the collection.  
These models represent vessels that served from the mid 
17th century into the 19th century, and, needless to say, 
they are magnificent! 

   This is the first comprehensive study of Roger’s models 
since 1946, when the Naval Academy published a pam-
phlet outlining the entire collection.  Revised editions were 
printed on four occasions, but only the photographic con-
tent was changed.  In every case, the illustrations were in 
black and white. 
   In what will be the standard approach for all the vol-
umes in this series, each featured model is described in 
detail, along with its provenance, and a brief history of the 
actual ship or class that the model represents.  Every 
segment begins with a table that offers comparisons be-
tween the dock yard model and the vessel the model 
represents.  In some cases, the Establishment applicable 
to the model’s period of representation, is incorporated 
into the tables. 

   The first model discussed is the impressive First Rate, 
Britannia, 100 guns (1682/1700).  Walker immediately 
adds intrigue by stating that there is considerable reason 
to doubt whether this model is actually Britannia.  He of-
fers compelling reasons why this may be the case, in 

spite of the many visual elements that compare favorably 
with contemporary images, and the ship’s name appear-
ing above the topgallant roundhouse entrance. 
   As is the case with the other models in this book, a de-
tailed construction analysis is provided.  It includes CT 
scans, X-rays and numerous below-deck photos taken 
with an arthroscope. 
   The next model presented by Grant Walker is the Sec-
ond Rate St. George, 90 guns (1701).  Although compa-
rable to Britannia in terms of guilt ornamentation, it is the 
model’s remarkable suite of original masts, yards and rig-

ging that set this Second Rate apart from other contem-
porary dockyard pieces, including those featured in this 
book.  Nevertheless, Walker opts to concentrate on the 
actual ship’s history, as well as the model’s provenance, 
and construction details, which feature numerous below 
deck photos. 
   Several excellent illustrations of the St. George’s rig-
ging, accompanied by brief descriptions, are provided, but 
Walker prefers to defer to the two classic works by Dr. R. 
C. Anderson, for those interested in learning more about 
warship rigging during this period. 
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    The next chapter features an unidentified British Sec-
ond Rate Ship, c.(1715-1725).  Based on the model’s 
provenance, this may be the most controversial model in 
the Annapolis Col-
lection.  Extensively 
restored in 1923 to 
include the upper 
decks, quarter gal-
leries, masts, yards, 
rigging and decora-
tion, this dock yard 
model is a far cry 
from its original ap-
pearance when pur-
chased by Colonel 
Rogers.  Walker’s explanation for the controversy, as well 
as his efforts to identify, and rationalize the appearance of 
the model, makes for some great reading! 
   A l t h o u g h 
referred to as 
Model No. 39 
in the Rogers 
Collection, the 
British First 
Rate Royal 
William, 100 
(1719) was 
actually the 
first dockyard 
model pur-
chased by 
Colonel Rogers.  The provenance of this magnificent ship 
model is unknown prior to the Twentieth Century.  Yet, 
the author provides an 
intriguing, and some-
what bizarre, tale of 
how Royal William was 
eventually obtained by 
Rogers.  The subse-
quent detailed analysis 
of this model, accom-
panied by a wealth of 
outstanding photo-
graphs is worth the cost of this book by itself! 
   The author states that Model No. 70, the British Second 
Rate Princess Royal, 90 (1773) is considered one of the 
finest examples of the ship modeler’s art in the collection.  
Yet, as little as 
twenty years ago, 
this remarkable 
piece was literally 
falling apart.  An 
extensive rebuild by 
Rob Napier, which 
is the subject of 
another SeaWatch 
book, brought this 
beautiful model 
back from the brink of disaster.  The story of this model’s 
provenance is most noteworthy, while the photos of the 
frieze work and carvings are exceptional, to say the least. 

   Apparently, contradictions among models as old as 
those in the Rogers Collection are quite common, and the 
British Second Rate Duke, 90/98 (1777) is no exception.  

Grant Walker provides some intriguing theories concern-
ing the construction of this impressive model.  Arguments 
are also provided that in spite of some notable facts to the 
contrary, this Second Rate does indeed represent the 
Duke.  Also, a rarity among British models in the collec-
tion, is the full set of furled sails this model features. 
   The British First Rate Royal Adelaide, 110 (1828) is the 
most recently built model showcased in Volume 1, and it 
is probably the most radical.  The unique bow and stern 

are discussed in detail, with a contemporary diagram of 
the stern gun arrangement being provided by the author. 
   Walker’s analysis of the slipway and ingenious case will 
leave the reader amazed.  He also explains why, in spite 
of the First Rate’s rock-solid provenance, this model still 
presents a few mysteries. 
   The book concludes with six appendices.  They are 
Dockyard Models Defined, Colonel Roger’s Biography, 
Charles Sergison (a previous owner of Rogers Collection 
models), Scales & Measurements, Caretakers of the Col-
lection, and a brief explanation of the collection’s Catalog 
Numbers system. 
   The Rogers Collection of Dockyard Models, Volume I, 
features an oversized 11 3/4x10 format with hundreds of 
high definition photos, printed on quality paper.  This book 
is a remarkable achievement, and would be an excellent 
addition to the library of any maritime historian or model 
ship builder. 
                                                       Reviewed by 

                                                       Bob Filipowski 



 John R. Mitchell, Editor 2011 N Charter Point Dr. ● Arlington Hts., IL  60004 


